A Critical Race Counterstory: Chicana/o Subjectivities vs. Journalism Objectivity by Alemán, Sonya M.
Taboo: The Journal of Culture and Education
Volume 16 | Issue 1 Article 8
March 2017
A Critical Race Counterstory: Chicana/o
Subjectivities vs. Journalism Objectivity
Sonya M. Alemán
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/taboo
Recommended Citation
Alemán, S. M. (2017). A Critical Race Counterstory: Chicana/o Subjectivities vs. Journalism Objectivity. Taboo: The Journal of Culture
and Education, 16 (1). https://doi.org/10.31390/taboo.16.1.08
Sonya M. Alemán 73
A Critical Race Counterstory





















redress	 this	 dismal	 representation.	University-sanctioned	 journalism	 education,	
Sonya M. Alemán
Taboo, Spring 2017
Sonya M. Alemán is Associate Professor in the College of Education and Human 
Development at the University of Texas at San Antonio. Email: sonya.aleman@
utsa.edu







































Next,	 I	 detail	 the	 data	 informing	 the	 counterstory.	The	 counterstory	 follows,	 a	
composite	narrative	about	the	experiences	of	undergraduate	Chicanas	enrolled	in	
a	newswriting	course	who	live	through,	write	about,	and	read	student-generated	




the	 counterstory	 and	exhorts	 journalism	educators	 to	 envision	 a	pedagogy	 that	
dismantles	the	whiteness	embedded	in	the	curriculum	in	order	to	better	represent	
the	actualities	of	people	of	color.	






























Majoritarian	 stories	 function	 as	 master	 narratives	 and	 reinscribe	 the	 myths	 of	
meritocracy	and	colorblindness,	purport	neutrality	and	commonsense,	and	invoke	
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stereotypes	that	vitiate	people	of	color	as	dim,	criminal,	and	depraved	and	exalt	
whites	as	intelligent,	lawful,	and	moral.	






























Sources of Data and Methods
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ing	comprehensive	representations	of	the	horrors	endured	by	the	African	American	









one	of	the	few	persons	of	color.	What does she have to offer if she does nothing dif-
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